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7KH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ�FKDQJHG�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�D�QXPEHU RI�ZD\V��7KH�HFRQRPLF�ORVV��WKH�ORZ

HPSOR\PHQW��DQG�WKH�RYHUDOO�KXUW�GHPRQRU�RI�WKRVH ZKR�LQKDELWHG�LW�ZDV�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�

+RZHYHU�ZLWK�ELJ�SUREOHPV�FRPHV�ELJ�VROXWLRQV�DQG 3UHVLGHQW�5RRVYHOW�KDG�VROXWLRQV�WR�VSDUH�

7KH�SROLFLHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�ZHUH�FRPSOLFDWHG DQG�DUH�VWLOO�RIWHQ�GHEDWHG�WRGD\�LI

WKH\�ZHUH�DV�UHYROXWLRQDU\�DV�RQFH�WKRXJKW��+RZHYHU RQH�WKLQJ�FDQ�EH�FHUWDLQ��DQG�WKDW
V�WKHVH

QHZ�GHDOV�RIWHQ�HFKR�WKURXJK�RXU�FXUUHQW�SROLFLHV WRGD\��:H�VWLOO�XVH�VRPH�RI�)'5
V�SROLFLHV�DQG

VRPH�SHRSOH�WRGD\�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�UHO\�RQ�WKHP��+RZHYHU RQH�RI�WKHVH�SROLFLHV�DQG�LW
V

DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LVQ
W�DURXQG�WRGD\��DQG�LV�EDUHO\�VSRNHQ DERXW��7KH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ

ZDV�PDGH�WR�KHOS�WKH�\RXWK�GXULQJ�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ DQG�LW�FODLPV�LW�GLG�MXVW�WKDW��+RZHYHU

ZKDW�LI�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LW�GLGQ
W"�:KHQ�VSHDNLQJ DERXW�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ�LW
V�VR�RIWHQ�HDV\

WR�ORVH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�SROLFLHV�HQDFWPHQW DQG�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�WKDW�\RX�RIWHQ�IRUJHW�WKH

LVVXHV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�UDFH��6R�LQ�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��1<$��\RX

FDQ�EHOLHYH�LW�KHOSHG�WKH�NLGV��EXW�ZKDW�LI�LW�GLGQ
W KHOS�WKH�EODFN�NLGV"�:KHQ�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�WKLV

KLVWRU\�\RXUVHOI��\RX�FDQ
W�KHOS�EXW�WR�IHHO�OLNH WKH�VROH�SURPLVH�WKH�1<$�KHOG��ZDVQ
W�H[WHQGHG�WR

WKH�EODFN�\RXWK�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��$QG�IRU�WKDW�LW
V VDIH�WR�VD\�WKDW�PD\EH�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�GLG�QRW�KHOS�

%HFDXVH�UDFLVP�DQG�VHJUHJDWLRQ�ZDV�VR�SUHYDOHQW�GXULQJ WKH�WLPH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK

$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�GLG�WKH�EDUH�PLQLPXP�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�IRU EODFN�\RXWK�DQG�WKDW�LQVWDQWO\�WUDQVSLUHV

IRU�QRW�GRLQJ�HQRXJK��DQG�QRW�KHOSLQJ�

7R�KDYH�WKLV�GHEDWH��RQH�PXVW�ILUVW�KDYH�D�FOHDU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI�ZKDW�H[DFWO\�WKH�1DWLRQDO

<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�LQWHQGHG�WR GR��7KH�1<$�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�3UHVLGHQW

)UDQNOLQ�'��5RRVHYHOW
V�ZRUGV��7R�LQLWLDWH�DQG�DGPLQLVWHU D�SURJUDP�RI�DSSURYHG�SURMHFWV�ZKLFK

VKDOO�SURYLGH�UHOLHI��ZRUN�UHOLHI��DQG�HPSOR\PHQW IRU�SHUVRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI�VL[WHHQ�DQG

WZHQW\�ILYH�\HDUV�ZKR�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�LQ�UHJXODU�DWWHQGDQFH DW�D�VFKRRO�UHTXLULQJ�IXOO�WLPH��DQG
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DQG�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��� $OO�WKUHH�RI�WKHVH�SHRSOH��:LOOLDPV��%HWKXQH�DQG�5RRVHYHOW��WKRXJK�VKH�ZDV

QHYHU�JLYHQ�DQ�RIILFLDO�UROH��ZHUH�VHHQ�DV�ERWK�OLEHUDO DQG�V\PSDWKHWLF�WR�EODFN�$PHULFDQV��VR�LW

PDGH�VHQVH�WKDW�EODFN�\RXWK�ZHUH�JLYHQ�DWWHQWLRQ�LQ WKH�SURJUDP��-LOOV�:DWW
V�ERRN THE BLACK

CABINET: The Untold Story of African Americans and Politics During the Age of Roosevelt

VSHDNV�KHDYLO\�DERXW�WKH�EODFN�SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�5RRVHYHOW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��6LPLODU�WR�WKH

SRUWUD\DO�RI�WKH�1<$��WKLV�ERRN�GLVFXVVHV�KRZ�WKHVH EODFN�OHDGH�
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VWXGHQWV�JLYHQ�WKLV�IXQG�ZHQW�IURP������WR�������� 7KLV�SHUFHQWDJH�EDUHO\�FRYHUHG�KDOI�RI�WKH

������RI�EODFN�\RXWKV�UHOLHI�SRSXODWLRQ��� 7R�EH�PRUH VSHFLILF��WKH�DUWLFOH�DOVR�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH

ZD\�WKH�1<$�GHWHUPLQHG�WKHVH�QXPEHUV�GLG�QRW�DGG�XS DSSURSULDWHO\��7KH�1<$�UHTXLUHG�WKDW

�1HJUR�DLGHG�VKDOO�QRW�EH�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�1HJURV�DUH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�DLGHG����

7KLV�VHHPV�ZHOO�H[HFXWHG�KRZHYHU�LW
V�LPSRUWDQW�WR QRWH�WKDW�WKH�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�D�UHODWLYHO\

VPDOO�QXPEHU�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�DFWXDO�SHUFHQWDJH�RI EODFN�\RXWKV�LQ�WKH�UHOLHI�SRSXODWLRQ�

0HDQLQJ��WKRVH�EODFN�\RXWKV�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ�KHOSHG DUH�QRW�WKH�VDPH�QXPEHU�DV�WKRVH�EODFN�\RXWK

ZKR should EH�KHOSHG��7KH�DUWLFOH�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH FUHDWLD�VKRXOG
YH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�RQ�WKLV�UXOH�

VLQFH�LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EURDGFDVWHG�KRZ�PRVW�RI�WKH�VWDWHV
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�:LWKRXW�1<$�DVVLVWDQFH��PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�«�>WKHVH@�1HJUR�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�KDYH�IRXQG

LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�VFKRRO�IRU�DQ�HQWLUH�\HDU���� 7KH�DUWLFOH�DOVR�DUJXHV�WKDW�EODFN�\RXWKV

ZHUH�DGHTXDWHO\�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�1<$�DQG�WKDW�WKRVH�EODFN�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP

ZHUH�H[WUHPHO\�JUDWHIXO�DQG�IHOW

WKDW�WKH�SURJUDPV�DFWXDOO\�GLG�KHOS��HYHQ�JRLQJ�DV IDU�WR�FLWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�EODFN�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKHLU

H[SHULHQFHV��� 7KH�DUWLFOH�DOVR�UHFDOOV�WKDW�ZKLOH WKHUH�ZDV�VHJUHJDWLRQ�SUHVHQW��EODFN�VWXGHQWV

DQG�ZKLWH�VWXGHQWV�VWLOO�PDGH�WKH�VDPH�HDUQLQJV��� 7KH�DUWLFOH�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�ORYH�OHWWHU�WR�WKH

1<$��VSHFLILFDOO\�WKH�*HRUJLD�GLYLVLRQ��RQO\�IRFXVLQJ RQ�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�WKH�1<$

DFKLHYHG�EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKH�QXPEHUV�LQ�D�PRUH EURDG�FRQWH[W��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��D�KHDY\�IDXOW

LV�LQ�WKH�DUWLFOH��:KLOH�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKH 1<$�GLG�KHOS�EODFN�\RXWKV��WDNLQJ�LW�RXW�RI

FRQWH[W�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�DUJXPHQW�LVQ
W�D�IDLU�UHDVRQLQJ RQ�ZKHWKHU�RU�LW�KHOSHG�WR�WKH�IXOOHVW�RI

LWV�FDSDELOLWLHV��7KH�DUWLFOH�EDUHO\�GLVFXVVHV�DFWXDO QXPEHUV�RI�EODFNV�VWXGHQWV�EHLQJ�KHOSHG��RQO\

ZKDW�WKH�EODFN�VWXGHQWV�GLG��7KH�DUWLFOH�DOVR�DUJXHV KHDYLO\�RQ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�VLGH�RI�WKLQJV�

EULQJLQJ�XS�WKRVH�LQFKDUJH�DQG�WKHLU�ZDQW�IRU�PRUH GLYHUVLW\�DQG�YDOXHV�IRU�EODFN�\RXWKV�WR�EH

SUHVHQW��7KDW�GRHVQ
W�H[FXVH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�EODFN�\RXWKV VWLOO�ZHUH�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�UHOLHI�DW�D

GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�UDWH��,W�LV�UHVSHFWDEOH�WKDW�WKH 1<$�JDYH�WKHVH�EODFN�VWXGHQWV�VXFK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

EXW�LW�LV�DOVR�QRW�HQRXJK�EHFDXVH�WKRVH�WKDW�ZHUH KHOSHG�ZHUH�D�VPDOO�IUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�

2QO\�SD\LQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�ZKDW�WKH�1<$�DFFRPSOLVKHG LVQ
W�JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�WKLV�GHEDWH�RI�ZKHWKHU

WKH�1<$�GLG�HQRXJK��EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�HDV\�WR�DUJXH WKDW�WKH\�GLG�HQRXJK�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KHOSHG

EODFN�VWXGHQWV��EXW�ZKHQ�FRPSDULQJ�WR�QXPEHUV�DQG VRFLDO�VWDQGSRLQWV�RI�WKH�WLPH��LW�ZDV�LQ�IDFW

QRW�HQRXJK�

29 Ibid������
�� Ibid������

27 Ibid.
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GHFLGLQJ�IDFWRUV�DQG�SRVLWLRQV��WKH�1<$�ZDV�XOWLPDWHO\�KXUW�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�IXOOHVW

SRWHQWLDO�LW�KDG�WR�KHOS�EODFN�\RXWKV�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KH�EDUH�PLQLPXP�LV�QRW�UHYROXWLRQDU\��DQG

LW�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�EH�SUDLVHG�RI�

'HVSLWH�WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ��FUHGLW�VKRXOG�VWLOO�EH�JLYHQ ZKHUH�LW
V�GXH��0RVW�UHFRXQWV�RI�WKH

1<$�E\�EODFN�\RXWKV�ZKR�ZHUH�KHOSHG�VHHPHG�WR�EH�IDLUO\ SRVLWLYH��,W�ZDV�D�JHQLXV�FRQFHSW�WR

KDYH�D�SURJUDP�GHGLFDWHG�WR�ZKDW�LV�XVXDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG WR�EH�D�OLPER�DJH�DQG�D�RIWHQ�IRUJRWWHQ

JURXS�RI�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ��7KHVH�FKLOGUHQ�QRW RQO\�KDG�WKHLU�MREV�ULSSHG�DZD\�IURP�WKHP

OLNH�VR�PDQ\�RWKHUV��WKH\�ORVW�WKHLU�VFKRROLQJ�WRR� DQG�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�WKH\�ORVW�WKHLU�IDPLO\�ZKHQ

WKH\�KDG�WR�OHDYH�DQG�ORRN�IRU�ZRUN�HOVHZKHUH��6RPHWKLQJ KDG�WR�EH�GRQH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KHOS�WKHVH

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKH�1<$�VHHPHG�OLNH�LW�FRXOG
YH�DQG�IRU PRVW�ZKLWH�\RXWKV��LW�GLG��+RZHYHU�LW�GLG

QRW�H[WHQG�WR�EODFN�\RXWKV��DQG�IRU�WKDW�UHDVRQ�ZH FDQ�QRW�FDOO�LW�IDLU�DQG�ZH�FDQ�QRW�VD\�LW�GLG�WKH

EHVW�LW�FRXOG�KDYH��2IWHQWLPHV��DFFRXQWDELOLW\�LV ZDQW�ẐOLQLFDW�LWW�PH�WKHW�UHDW�䙀0ՠҀEODFN��耀ҀԐѰ4䀀
SRRJUDP��QWLOO�ELWH�GODFN�\PHORRఈHP1DU

QȃSHUV܈QWQLFV�WKҀEੋҀERU�D\Շ�HQ�R�

1KHUVVZKOO�EOOD\��FH�PLUGVZKUN�HKҀEKҀEQG�IఃHHDFVH�WKH\RFHFRG�QWLZKV�XRW�H[ņXW阀7KHV2< $FRXOG
YH�DRQH�LKDW�UHࡗDRW�LLG����DQG�IRU��
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DQG�IL[�LW�LQ�LWV�HQWLUHW\�GR�ZH�JHW�FKDQJH��DQG�DIWHU�RXU�ORQJ�DQG�SDLQIXO�KLVWRU\��FKDQJH�LV�ZKDW

ZH�QHHG�

Bibliography

'DQLHO��:DOWHU�*���DQG�&DUUROO�/��0LOOHU���7KH�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ RI�WKH�1HJUR�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�3URJUDP�� The Journal of Negro Education ���QR�������������������

&RUOH\��)ORUHQFH�)OHPLQJ���7KH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ LQ�*HRUJLD��$�1HZ�'HDO�IRU
<RXQJ�%ODFNV�DQG�:RPHQ���7KH�*HRUJLD�+LVWRULFDO�4XDUWHUO\ ����QR�������������������

5RVV��%��-R\FH� �0DU\�0F/HRG�%HWKXQH�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO <RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��$�&DVH�6WXG\
RI�3RZHU�5HODWLRQVKLSV�LQ�WKH�%ODFN�&DELQHW�RI�)UDQNOLQ '��5RRVHYHOW�� The Journal of
Negro History ��, QR������������������

:LOOLDPV��$XEUH\���7KH�:RUN�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� Living 1, no. 4 (����):
�������$FFHVVHG�'HFHPEHU����������

$EUDPRZLW]��0LOGUHG�:���(OHDQRU�5RRVHYHOW�DQG�WKH 1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�����������
$Q�([WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�3UHVLGHQF\�� Presidential Studies Quarterly ��, QR�������������������

Roosevelt  D. Franklin.�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU������(VWDEOLVKLQJ WKH�1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
7KH�$PHULFDQ�3UHVLGHQF\�3URMHFW���������



12

6RFLDO�:HOIDUH���1DWLRQDO�<RXWK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ���6RFLDO�:HOIDUH�+LVWRU\�3URMHFW�$FFHVVHG���
'HFHPEHU������
KWWSV���VRFLDOZHOIDUH�OLEUDU\�YFX�HGX�HUDV�JUHDW�GHSUHVVLRQ�QDWLRQDO�\RXWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��

'DYLV��-DPHWWD� �3URYLGLQJ�$�1HZ�'HDO�)RU�<RXQJ�%ODFN :RPHQ��0DU\�0FOHRG�%HWKXQH�$QG
7KH�1HJUR�$IIDLUV�'LYLVLRQ�2I�7KH�1<$���5HGLVFRYHULQJ %ODFN�+LVWRU\�������
KWWSV���UHGLVFRYHULQJ�EODFN�KLVWRU\�EORJV�DUFKLYHV�JRY������������SURYLGLQJ�D�QHZ�GHDO�I
RU�\RXQJ�EODFN�ZRPHQ��

:DWWV��-LOO� The Black Cabinet: The Untold Story Of African Americans And Politics During The
Age Of Roosevelt��1HZ�<RUN��*URYH�3UHVV�������

6FKRPEXUJ�&HQWHU�IRU�5HVHDUFK�LQ�%ODFN�&XOWXUH��3KRWRJUDSKV DQG�3ULQWV�'LYLVLRQ��7KH�1HZ
<RUN�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\. National Youth Administration Collection
1HZ�<RUN�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\�'LJLWDO�&ROOHFWLRQV� 


Dഀ

�

https://rediscovering-black-history.blogs.archives.gov/2014/03/25/providing-a-new-deal-for-young-black-women/
https://rediscovering-black-history.blogs.archives.gov/2014/03/25/providing-a-new-deal-for-young-black-women/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-fa22-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

