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People gathered in Mays Landing in May to dedicate Atlantic County’s new consolidated municipal court, the first in New Jersey.
Eric Conklin, Staff Writer
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unicipal court reform is not new in New Jersey. Beginning with Arthur Vanderbilt in

the early 1950s, every chief justice has called to reform municipal courts. Reform

initiatives often met with significant pushback, primarily based on the desire to maintain local

control and keep the status quo. This is known as “home rule” in New Jersey.

In recent years, New Jersey municipal courts faced criticism for revenue-driven practices and

concerns about lack of judicial independence. The latest reform initiatives were triggered by

such practices: courts imposing excessive fines, fees and contempt assessment, and often

issuing bench warrants as a collection tool even for minor traffic offenses. Two Supreme Court

committees, as well as the New Jersey State Bar Association, issued reports confirming the

concerns and making recommendations to eliminate revenue practices, and enhance justice.

Municipal courts are not a small operation, with filings of 6 million cases per year, and

processing more than $400 million a year in financial payments. There are 515 municipal

courts in New Jersey. Yet half of the courts average less than 2,000 filings per year, and close to
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